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Did you know? 
That archaeologists  

do not look for dinosaurs. 
They study past  
human cultures.



Curriculum Links

About the Experience
You never know what you will find in our archaeological dig site! Our Dig experience is all about:

 - Understanding the relevance of human history

 - Excavation and collection record techniques and processes

 - Enjoying the excitement of discovery

The activities in this booklet are linked to the Early Start Discovery Space ‘The Dig’ excursion program, 
where children explore Australian history by searching for Australian cultural artefacts, ranging from before 
European arrival to the present day. Students develop their historical inquiry skills by recording their finds,  
regarding them with a critical eye, and placing them on a timeline of Australian history.  

The activities within this booklet are designed to support and help develop your students’ knowledge 
and understanding of concepts explored during their visit to the Early Start Discovery Space.

NSW HISTORY

EARLY STAGE 1 STAGE 1 STAGE 2

HTe-1 communicates stories of  
their own family heritage and 
the heritage of others

HT1-2 identifies and describes 
significant people, events, places 
and sites in the local community 
over time

HT2-1 identifies celebrations and 
commemorations of significance 
in Australia and the world

HTe-2 demonstrates developing 
skills of historical inquiry and  
communication

HT1-3 describes the effects of 
changing technology on people’s 
lives over time

HT2-2 describes and explains how 
significant individuals, groups and 
events contributed to changes in 
the local community over time

HT1-4 demonstrates skills of  
historical inquiry and communication

HT2-3 describes people, events 
and actions related to world 
exploration and its effects

HT2-4 describes and explains 
effects of British colonisation 
in Australia

HT2-5 applies skills of historical 
inquiry and communication



Looking at changes

DURATION TARGET AGE GROUPS OTHER CURRICULUM

30 minutes in total 
(15 minutes over 2 days)

ES1, S1 & S2 English 

MATERIALS MAXIMUM PARTICIPANTS

• Workbooks
• Pencils

Whole Class

RISKS ASSOCIATED

N/A

LEARNING EXPERIENCE 

INTRODUCTION – 5 MINUTES
 1. Remind students of their upcoming visit to the Early Start Discovery Space where they will be  
  looking at changes between the past and present (then and now).  Explain the stories of the past 
  are communicated through photographs, artefacts, books, oral histories, digital media and museums. 
  Tell students they will be making their own artefact to record the present - what the classroom 
  looks like today. 

BODY (DAY 1) – 10 MINUTES
 2. Provide students with time to record how their classroom looks today.  
  The present can be recorded by:

   • Taking photographs with tablet devices 
   • Drawing the room 
   • Writing notes 
   • A mixture of all three

 3. At the end of the day the teacher will change something in the room.  
  For example:   

   • Swap some artworks around 
   • Move some items on the students desks 
   • Add a new poster to a wall (or take one away) 
   • Remove some chairs from the reading area 

BODY (DAY 2) – 10 MINUTES
 4. Ask class to look at their artefacts from the previous day. Can they see a difference between the 
  room now and the room described by their artefacts? What features have been lost, and what 
  features have been retained? Does their artefact show what changed?

CONCLUSION – 5 MINUTES
 5. Explain that we can use records of the past to look at changes over time. By looking closely  
  at artefacts we can see what has changed.  Ask students what else in the classroom might 
  tell a story about changes? (Photos of students, artworks, workbooks etc.)

PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES



Artefacts and significance 

DURATION TARGET AGE GROUPS OTHER CURRICULUM

30 minutes ES1, S1 & S2
English 

Mathematics

MATERIALS MAXIMUM PARTICIPANTS

•   Australian coins or images of coins 
•   Images of other coins  
    (ie. Ancient Greek) 
•   Workbooks  
•   Pencils

Whole Class

RISKS ASSOCIATED

N/A

LEARNING EXPERIENCE 

INTRODUCTION – 5 MINUTES
 1. Remind students of their upcoming visit to the Early Start Discovery Space where they are going  
  to look closely at different artefacts and discuss their origin, symbolism and significance.

 2. Display an image of an Australian coin e.g. 20c coin.  Discuss with students the following questions:

   • What is this? 
   • How much is it worth? 
   • Where is it from? 
   • What year was it made? 
   • What images are on the coins? Why are they there? 
   • Who is on the coin?  What is their name?

BODY – 15 MINUTES
 3. Look at further Australian coins or coins from other times and places i.e. Ancient Greek or Ancient Roman.   
  What information do these coins tell us? I.e. date, monarch, significant symbols of country.

 4. Encourage students to record their observations.  

CONCLUSION – 5 MINUTES
 5. Discuss with students the type of information that can be gathered by looking at artefacts 
  and its importance.  Talk about what other sorts of artefacts could provide us with information  
  (e.g. toys, food packaging, clothing etc.)

PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIESPRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES



Daily timeline 

DURATION TARGET AGE GROUPS OTHER CURRICULUM

30 minutes ES1, S1 & S2 Mathematics

MATERIALS MAXIMUM PARTICIPANTS

• Workbooks
• Pencils

Whole Class

RISKS ASSOCIATED

N/A

LEARNING EXPERIENCE 

INTRODUCTION – 5 MINUTES
 1. Remind students of their visit to the Early Start Discovery Space where they explored the concept  
  of a timeline.  Ask students to define a ‘timeline’ and discuss how a timeline is used. Explain timelines  
  can represent days, weeks, months and years.   

 2. Explain that students will be making a timeline of their day. Create an example timeline together,  
  detailing a ‘sample’ student’s day e.g. Morning Time - wake up, make bed and go to school etc.

BODY – 20 MINUTES
 3. Provide students with time to create their own daily timeline.  Encourage students to use drawings  
  to represent their timeline tasks.  

 4. Where appropriate ask students to write down the times of their daily tasks i.e. 7am wake up,  
  7:10am make bed, 8:30am go to school etc.    

CONCLUSION – 5 MINUTES
 5. Encourage students to share their timelines with the class.  Discuss the similarities and difference 
  between the timelines. 

PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIESPOST-VISIT ACTIVITIES



Creating a timeline 

DURATION TARGET AGE GROUPS OTHER CURRICULUM

30 minutes ES1, S1 & S2
English 

Mathematics

MATERIALS MAXIMUM PARTICIPANTS

•   Record find sheets

•   Artefacts (students can bring from  
    home or find around the classroom)

•   Cards naming key point from timeline 

Whole Class 
(small groups 2-3 students)

RISKS ASSOCIATED

N/A

LEARNING EXPERIENCE 

INTRODUCTION – 5 MINUTES
 1. Remind students of their visit to the Early Start Discovery Space where they dug up artefacts,  
  recorded them, and placed them on a timeline. Explain students will be using the records they  
  made at the Early Start Discovery Space to recreate a timeline.

 2. Help students identify key points on the timeline:

   • Indigenous Australia 
   • Colonisation 
   • ANZAC 
   • Sydney 2000 
   • The present day

BODY – 20 MINUTES
 3. Have students place record find sheets along the timeline, either at key points or between them.

 4. Go through the timeline and discuss whether or not the record sheets are in the correct place 
  – reach a consensus on incorrectly placed sheets as to where on the timeline they belong. 

 5. In small groups ask students to look at the artefacts that have been brought in from home or found   
  around the classroom i.e. what is this artefact? Is it old or new? Does it have a date on it?  

 6. Working in small groups ask students to identify and place where their artefact belongs on the timeline 
  i.e. hat with Sydney Olympics belongs on the Sydney 2000 timeline point or story book published  
  in 2018 belongs on the present day key point. 

CONCLUSION – 5 MINUTES
 7. Discuss the importance of timelines and how they are used to show changes in time  
  e.g. flip phones have evolved into smart phones etc.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES



A timeline of me

DURATION TARGET AGE GROUPS OTHER CURRICULUM

30 minutes ES1, S1 & S2
English 

Mathematics

MATERIALS MAXIMUM PARTICIPANTS

• Workbooks or paper
• Pencils

Whole Class

RISKS ASSOCIATED

N/A

LEARNING EXPERIENCE 

INTRODUCTION – 5 MINUTES
 1. Remind students of their visit to the Early Start Discovery Space where they dug up artefacts, 
  recorded them, and placed them on a timeline. Explain students will be making a timeline about  
  themselves and their lives.

BODY – 20 MINUTES
 2. Help students identify the following key moments in their lives:

   • When they were born 
   • When they started school 
   • When a sibling or other family member were born 
   • When a pet was introduced into the family 
   • When they went on holiday

 3. Provide students with time to create their own timelines. Encourage students to draw images along 
  with descriptions for each key moment.

CONCLUSION – 5 MINUTES
 4. Encourage students to share their timelines with others in the class and discuss why their identified 
  key moments are important.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES



Contact Us
Our Education Coordinators are available from 9.00am - 4.00pm, Monday - Friday 
via email discovery-ed@uow.edu.au or telephone 02 4221 3777 
to discuss your requirements.

OUR LOCATION
University of Wollongong, Main Campus 
Ground Floor, Building 21
Northfields Ave, Wollongong, NSW, 2522


